[Interferon or C virus-induced autoimmune chronic hepatitis? Report of personal observations and review of the literature].
Chronic persistent hepatitis C in a 35 year-old man treated for nine months with interferon, converted into autoimmune chronic hepatitis. Prior to this conversion, the laboratory cell-integrity parameters of C hepatitis had permanently returned to normal, and HCV RNA had become negative. Prior to the initiation of treatment with interferon, no autoimmune antibodies had been present. On the basis of reports in the literature, the possible pathogenesis of this conversion is discussed, with two major mechanisms being considered: 1. induction of the autoimmune process by interferon, and 2. the "unmasking" of a pre-existing autoimmune process in the later course of chronic virus C hepatitis.